By KIRSTY JAGGER

THE proposed carbon 1ax continues
to bafile many families and businesses
but Canterbury City Council is plan-
ning to help reduce the confusion.

Council's Environmental and Sus-
tainability Committee resolved to
form a subcommitiee responsible for
drafting a plan on communicating the
details of the carbon 1ax

Federal Labor MP for Grayndler,
.-"4.||.'I|:||1|:|:.I Albanese, sand money raised
from the levy of 523 per tonne of car-
bon dioxide. for the nation’s 500 larg-
cst polluters, would be invested in
renewable energy and assist lower 1o
middle income households.

“A price on carbon sends a message
to industry and households that the
less you contribute 1o carbon pollu-
tion, the less you'll have to pay,” Mr
Albanese said,

“Ad the sume time, the Government is
investing in renewable energy. making
it cheaper and easier for houscholds to
switch to cleaner energy.”

The focus of the subcommitiee will
be on “keeping to the facts rather than
debate on different views' and detail-
ing how the carbon tax will effect the
cost of electricity, goods and services,
once implemented.

While differences of opinion on the
matter may nod be the interest of the
subcommittee, individual councillors
have freely voiced their political per-
speclives.

Liberal councillor Kem Nomo ex-
pressed his concern for low income
households.

“Any increase in the cost of living
will be quite substantial, especially in
Canterbury, where most residents are
Ii.-.'iﬂg of & low wu‘qH}' lhouzehold in-
come,” Cr Nam said.

A srong supporter of the carbon 1ax,
Greens councillor Linda Eisler believes
renewables are the future and will ulti-
mately reduce the cost of living.

“We've no choice but to move into
the future. if we stick our heads in
the sand we're going to be left behind
and we will become a poor nation,” Cr
Eisler said.

The carbon price will be implemented
from July 1, 2002, and in three years,
it will be replaced with an ennssions
trading scheme.,
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Ashbury's Stuart Gibb and his wife, Jodie Goldney, with their daughter, Finale, 8, and six-year-
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old son Jesse, have managed 1o lower thasr living costs wilh solar panels, a vagge paich, frui
trees and chickens, with the aim of reducing their carbon lootprint.

Become more sustainable

THERE will soon be a price to
pay for the linle luxuries - toss-
img clothes in the dryer instead
of hanging them out, switching
on a lght instead of opening a
curtain - given only a fleeting
thought before the introduc-
tion of a carbon price.

Premier Barry ' Farrell said
a MESW Treasury analysis fore-
custed that power costs would
rise by up to 20 per cent under
the carbon tax, meaning the av-
erage family would see its clec-
tricity bill increase by between
8242 and 300 in 2002-13.

Realising  some  time  ago
that a carbon tax was on the
harizom, one a\.ihbuq hn'nil_\
decided to make some susiain-
able cholces and reduced their
carbon footprint.

Along the way, Stuart Gibh

and his wife Jodic Goldney,
with their daughter Finale, &,
and six-year-old son Jesse, also
managed o lower their lving
[L UL

“We've reached that point
in time where we have to start
making changes as a commu-
nity." Mr Gibb said,

“We can't keep using fossil
luels the way we have been,
firstly, because they will mun
oul evenlually and, secondly,
because they are destroying
the environment.”

Modest in size and therefore
easy to heat amd cool, the fum-
ily home utilises green mr.'rt;;
solur panels being the lutest in-
stallution,

The family also hoasts a
backyard that is laden with
Trwit drees, spotied with veggie

patches and home to chickens
that lay fresh eggs each morn-
ing.

Supporting the family with
a .-u'nRJr income, Mr Giblh bes
lieves their edible garden will
make family food bills - ex-
pected 1o increase under the
carbon tax - more manageable,
especially when coupled with
wasle reduction,

“Uvwer 15 per cent of the Tood
we buy goes to wasie, so il
we're more canclul, there will
b less waste and less need to
worry aboul price rises,” Mr
Ciibl sabd.

“We're not crazy greenies.
As o family we've just chosen
fo lewd womre sustainable Nile,
which has, in return, reduced
our living expenses. Il we can
duv it, anyone can.”



